" THE   WORLD  IS   NOT  THY FRIEND"         IOI

from grievance ; that the grievance is sometimes too
strong for men to bear in silence; and he quoted
from the immortal passage in " Romeo and Juliet/'
in which the starving apothecary is asked, u Art thou
so bare and full of wretchedness, and fearest to die ?"
is reminded that " the world is not thy friend, nor the
world's law," and is therefore bidden to " be not poor,
but break it." Such, indeed, would naturally have
been the spirit of every appeal addressed by each
Thistlewood and, lower still, by each Edwards, to the
ignorant starving men whom they got to listen to
them. " The world's law is not thy friend ; then be
not poor, .but break it." The time was fast coming
when thinking men in England would recognise that
the cure for crime is to be found not in the suppres-
sion, but in the extension, of popular education ; and
that the best strength of a good constitution is found
in the fact that the poorest and humblest citizen has
some share in the making of the law. The more we
consider the state of the laws at the time with which
we have just been dealing, the greater will be our
surprise, not at the amount of discontent and dis-
order and even crime, which was made manifest in
political life, but rather at the general forbearance-of
the people, the integrity and discretion of most of
their leaders, and the comparative quietness with
which the time of trial was got over, which connected
the era of order and reform with the era of repres-
sion and disorder.

The popular agitation at last took the shape of
a definite movement in favour of parliamentary
reform. The subject had come up again and